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were moments when a plan for founding a national home for
Armenians under American protection seemed to appeal to President
Wilson. But American ardour for European adventures cooled very
rapidly in the last months of 1919, and the Allies could think of nothing
better than the Treaty of Sevres with its internationalizing of the Straits,
and its spheres of influence for France, Italy and Greece in the Turkish
homelands of Anatolia. This, and especially the part assigned to
Greece, inflamed Turkish nationalism and gave its formidable leader,
Kemal Pasha, the opportunity he was seeking of rallying his country-
men to a patriotic resistance.
There are few more complicated stories than that of the relations
between the Greeks and the Allies in these years. Early in the war
the Greeks had offered to undertake an expedition up the Darda-
nelles, but the Tsar had placed his veto on that. That they could not
trust the Greeks, even when they brought gifts, was still the belief of
the rulers of Russia. During the next three years the Greek people
had been torn between their pro-Ally and pro-German factions, the
former led by Venizelos, the latter (with some qualifications) by King
Constantine. But in July, 1918, they had so far made their choice
as to join with all their forces in the final Macedonian offensive which
led to the capitulation of Bulgaria, In May, 1919, at the height of
the quarrel between President Wilson and the Italians about Fiume,
the Allies authorized them to occupy Smyrna for the ostensible pur-
pose of protecting the Greek population in that city, but with the
real object, as was suspected at the time, of forestalling an Italian
occupation. Scenes of fire and slaughter followed their landing which
rekindled all the animosities of Greek and Turk and powerfully helped
the Nationalist leader, Kemal Pasha, in the challenge which he was
now throwing to the authorized Government of the Sultan at Con-
stantinople which had accepted the Treaty of Sevres.
Under this Treaty, which the Nationalists refused to recognize, the
greater part of Thrace and the basin and hinterland of Smyrna, subject
to certain reservations for Allied supervision, was assigned to Greece.
She was also given a vague mandate based on the interests of the Greek
population in Asia Minor, and in July, 1920, the " Supreme Council"
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